The infinite amount of information amassed in the digital era challenges any public discourse, and undoubtedly creates a genuine impediment in the sphere of cultural creativity. Any factor, institutional or private, can add information that becomes universally available, and also freely consumes extant information available on the Internet. I seek to argue that the competition between narratives evokes a different response in the context of the canonical, similar to Maurice Halbwachs' thesis on memory: the canonical has a clear cut leitmotif, but details are added or subtracted in accordance with the ever changing spirit of its formulators.1
memory, the canonical will also become dynamic and will incorporate sub streams that will gradually modify its contents. The Eichmann trial was the first time that the general public in Israel was exposed to life in the labor, concentration and death camps. Overt emotional handling of the charged past was a breakthrough. Until then it was obvious that public discussion of the Holocaust was limited to dealing with the courage of the few who rose up against the Nazis, courage compatible with the Zionist ethos.7 Thus, since the 1960s the subject is discussed more openly in the Israeli society through scholarly studies and various artistic works. Since the 1980s more attention is given to individual commemoration.8 The dawn of the 21st century was met with a growing awareness to the well being of the elderly survivors that are in need for physical, mental and financial support. in the case I examined -through the documentation of survivors. This pattern brings the canonical closer to the familiar in the narrative or in the construction of memory: there is one key factor, a kind of guiding motif, which absorbs and emits sub topics. To borrow from other disciplines, the canonical will undergo an oxygenation process. At times it will bring about additional layers -in this case, the addition of new layers of knowledgeand at times, it will bring about a composition that will radically change what was once canonical into something different, either canonical or not.
